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Dear friends,

After a period of waiting I was happy to be in As-
moli to see the real life of the villagers and the works
we do. The villagers were welcoming and hospitable.
They live a very poor life and lack the essentials like
clothing, housing, education, medical facilities, clean
water, etc. All members of a family share the same
roof with animals like cows and goats and it causes
further decline to the hygiene. Often it is difficult for
us to imagine the poverty since we never see people
in Belgium as poor as them. The children roaming
around make me think that we made the right choice.
Educating the new generation, we will bring orienta-
tion and development to the villages.

Incidents like Sunil, explained in the following
article make us realize how difficult it is to introduce
change to people living in a traditional set up. It takes
time to change the old way of doing things.

: My gratitude to each of you for supporting this
The school building is coming up. This visit humanitarian work !
made me convince that our presence and

work will bring a big change to the popula-
tion there and it has already started...

Marc Valentin,
Président



ACB News n°s

The story of Sunil

During one of my visits to Asmoli, a 17
year old youth called Sunil approched me to
show his arm which was tied with bamboo
stick around it. I could not see the injury
and thought that it would be a small frac-
ture. While talking he told me that he had a
fall while working in our building construc-
tion, around 20 days ago. This news made
me to have a closer look at his affected arm
and I could see a bulge and the bone poking
under the skin. I asked him if he has pain
and he said he has severe pain all the time
which is excruciating while being touched.
I immediately enquired into the matter to
know the actual happening,

Usually itis
the contractor
| who employes
these workers,
taking the re-
sponsibility of
treating them
in the event of
% any mishap.

.~ Under such
. circumstances
| the contractor
| either get them
treated or pay
the daily wag-
es till they are
healed and able
to work again.
In this case
the leader of
the village who
recruited the
workers from the villages for the contractor
made an agreement with him to have this
boy treated by local healers. The agreement
was that the contractor would pay Sunil his
daily wages till he is cured and he will get
himself treated. The father of the boy was
happy with this agreement.

We immediately took Sunil to the near-
est city and his arm was Xrayed. It was
found that twin bones of his fore-arm were
broken, one resting on the other. Any wrong

Sunil's family didn't want him to
go to the hospital.

move could have cost him his hand. We dis-
cussed this issue with his family members
who did not accept the result of the Xray
and insisted on continuing the treatment
with the local practitioner who is treating
him for the last 3 weeks. I visited this local
man and was shocked to see him checking
Sunil’s nerves on the leg and telling that his
hand is healing. I understood that he didnt
know its seriousness and is ignorant about
modern treatment.

With the intention of finding a solution
to the problem, we went to Sunil’s house.
There we met his mother again and she said
it is his father who takes decision if the boy
should be send to the hospital or not. The
father of Sunil, for reasons known to him,
wanted to continue the treatment locally,
may be he thought he would get the money
from the contractor . We did not relent, but
explained the consequences if the boy did
not go to the hospital and did not get the
surgery done.We assured them that they
dont have to spend any money in this mat-
ter and that we will take care of his needs
till he is alright.With the repeated visits and
persuation, after 18 days the parents agreed,
meanwhile the treatment period of the local
man was finished and the bamboo sticks
were removed and Sunil could not use his

hand due to pain. On the 9th March Sunil
was taken to the hospital and surgery was
performed. Now he is completely cured.




In the rural settings in this part of the
world, in a joint family, it is the father who
takes decisions. In this event, Sunil, at the
age of 17 was not able to decide for himself.
This happens because he grows up in an en-
vironment where he has no chance to know
the world beyond his village and he cannot
think and take decisions. Young people like
him follow any direction without knowing
what is right and wrong. This is the general
trend of the people in the villages.

Saint Anthony's Shool

The school building at the moment
has completed its roofing and is expected
to be completed by the end of April. As you
may be aware by now, there are no teachers
available in Asmoli area and the teachers
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coming from far have to stay in the locality.
So the work for the teachers residential
quarters is also started,hoping to complete
it by July.

It was our main concern to get qualified
and committed teachers for the school. Of-
ten the qualified teachers would like to work
in the cities because in the cities they have
better facilities and children are coming
from a better family background. Fortunate-
ly we got a few teachers who offered their
service in our school. Four of them are com-
ing from the South of
India, (Kerala, 3000
km away from As-
moli). They have been
engaged in humani-
tarian services and
have got experience
of working with the
villagers. They were

Saint Anthony's school will
begin to function in the
first week of july (the aca-
demic year starts in july

in India) and hopefully we
will bring you more news
from the school in the next
newsletter.

interested by the work we do and wanted
to be a part of us. We hope it will be a good
team to have a good start in the school.
We also plan to buy a school bus, for the
children coming from the near by villages as
they don't have communication facilities.

Thank You so much for your support !

Mollykutty Sebastian,
Project manager
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Anthony’s Charityis an independ-
ent non-profit organization dedicated
to work with and for children. We
believe that all children deserve the
basic right to health, education and
a future where they can realize and
demonstrate their true potential.

We are funded through the gen-
erous donations of individuals. Our
headquarters are in Belgium and our
work is done mainly in northern In-
dia. Our newsletter is sent quarterly
to all our supporters.




