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I was in Asmoli in the month of March 2005. The 
gradual changes taking place in the project area are 
amazing. The children in the school started learning 
and their parents are really happy. Since majority of 
the population doesn’t value the education of girls 
and hesitate to send their girl children to school, we 
insisted on the importance of educating the girl child 
quoting their own saying: “If we educate a boy, we 
educate an individual, if we educate a girl, we edu-
cate a society”. From the parents, I could understand 
that all their concern is to get the girl children married 
as they reach their early teen age. Once they cross 
18 years, most of them are mothers. Child marriage 
still exist in the villages. The female fetucide is also 
increasing.

I was happy to be present for the Annual day of 
the school. All the children were given a chance to 
perform his/her talents.

The new admission procedures have already 
started. We expect to admit 130 more children in the 
new academic year 2005. 

Marc Valentin, 
Président
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Preparation for the New Academic Year 
2005-2006

The vacation for the schools in North 
India starts from the 15th of May till 31st 
of June. The school re-opens on the 1st of 
July. We have started the new admission 
process. We expect to have 130 more chil-
dren this year. All the materials required for 
the school is ready for the year. 

The temperature in the months of May, 
June, July is between 40-54degree celcious 
in North India. The end of July is expected 
to have the monsoon. The people in the vil-
lages are used to this heat, they sit under 
the trees during the days, and sleep outside 
the house during the night. There is no elec-
tricity and it is really difficult to sleep in the 
night without a fan specially for our staff, 
who are not used to a situation like that. 
Even in the night the temperature is high. 

In the end of February itself the water 
tank we kept on the terrace started to be 
very hot in few hours and children were 
getting sick after drinking this hot water. 
We had to dig a tube well and arrange a 
hand pump to get fresh water from the un-
derground.

Women’s meetings done in villages

In the project areas we have animation 
programs for the villages including special 
programs for women and children. We have 
volunteers in the villages and once a month, 
they organize the meetings for the women 
in the village. In this meeting, different is-
sues are discussed. From time to time, our 
teachers participate in this meetings.

There are many issues which have no 
immediate solution until the new educated 
generation grow up. Here is an example 
from the house where two of our teachers 
stay:

According to the village custom,when 
a child is born, the mother feeds her baby 
only after her siser-in-law comes and put a 
few drops of milk in the mouth of the baby. 
The wife of the house owner where our 
teachers stay, delivered her baby boy. They 
already have two girls, one studying in our 

school and they were eagerly waiting for a 
baby boy. As per the custom of the village, 
the mother waited for her sister-in-law to 
come and she is living in another place, 
far from there. Due to some problem the 
woman came two days later and the child 
was dead meanwhile. The teachers tried 
their level best to convince the mother to 
feed her baby and even threatened the father 
to take this child to the hospital as the child 
was dying; but they didn’t do it. They were 
not ready to break the custom, the mother 
of the child was scared of her in-laws.....at 
the end the father said, it is God’s will and 
that the child was not meant for them. 

The local people are very superstitious. 
The main problem is that they are afraid to 
break the local customs because if they do 
that, they are going to be blamed by the rest 
of the society and their own family. Joint 
family system is prevalent in India and the 
women has no say in the decision making 
of the family. Some of the customs are very 
strong and it becomes a choice between life 
and death. All our effort is to educate the 
women and men, to change their way of 
thinking and 
to open their 
eyes to the 
knowledge 
and truth.

We hope 
that Angali, 
their daugh-
ter who is in 
our school 
may have the 
courage to 
fight against 
the  soc ia l 
evils... 

it is God’s will, the 
child was not meant for us.
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Games collected for the School:

It is surprising to see  the amount of 
toys coming  in Europe from China and 
India, but when we went looking for some 
games in India for our school,we could 
hardly find any on a reasonable price. They 
are very expensive. Very few children play 
with toys and games in India. The reason 
may be that they are expensive or they have 
not yet started to value these things.

An action was initiated to collect some 
second hand games and toys from Belgium.  
Many people were happy to give them for 
the school. The problem we faced was 
to transport them  to India. The Air Line 
companies  are very strict,often we had to 
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Anthony’s Charity is an independ-
ent non-pro  t organization dedicated 
to work with and for children. We be-
lieve that all children deserve the 
basic right to health, education and 
a future where they can realize and 
demonstrate their true potential.

We are funded through the gen-
erous donations of individuals. Our 
headquarters are in Belgium and our 
work is done mainly in northern India. 
Our newsletter is sent quarterly to all 
our supporters.

Her father goes to the near by city, Mo-
radabad in search of work on daily wages. 
Often he doesn’t find job and even if he gets 
a job from time to time, it is hardly enough 
to feed his family. She has an uncle who is 
bed ridden now and that has added to their 
struggle. Besides his family, he has his par-
ents too living with them. 

We approached Neeta's parents to send 
her to our school but they were hesitant. The 
main reason for their hesitation is that the 
parents think that it is a girl and she will not 
be able to study and also that they belong to 
the lowest caste and they are not welcomed 
in the higher communities of the society. 
We kept meeting her parents and explained 
to them that we will support her in all her 
studies and help her to grow. At the end they 
agreed to send her to the School. 

There are many families like Neeta’s, 
we go in search of those who really need 
our support and don’t dare to come to us 
for help. Usually in India the division of the 
societies based on caste and class exist and 
hardly anyone goes looking for the poorest 
and the weak...

Molly Sebastian, 
Project man ag er

leave behind when it was over weight,that 
is above 25 kgs. However, we transported 
enough of them to the school for the mo-
ment in few trips. 

Neeta’s parents want to thank you....

Neeta is a little girl of 5 years living in 
the village of Dugawar. She is from a low 
caste family. She has 3 sisters and two 
brothers, the older one is 8 years and the 
youngest 1 year old. Her parents are illiter-
ate, they have no job, no land. 
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