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Rahrai : From homemaker to 
a trusted village leader

This summer provided another opportu-
nity to review the progress of our projects in 
India and to see fi rsthand how the schools 
and social programmes continue to develop. 
During my visit, I met teachers and students, 
checked accounts, visited classrooms and 
computer rooms, and joined activities taking 
place in the surrounding villages.

One particularly meaningful moment 
came during a village meeting in Rahrai, 
where Preeti shared her story. Her experience 
offered a powerful example of how the work 
carried out around our schools can gradu-
ally change not only the lives of individual 
women, but also those of their families and 
communities. 

Preeti came to Rahrai after her marriage 
in 2012. For several years, her life was cen-
tered almost entirely on her home and her 
three children. Her husband, Rajendra, works 
as an electrician. Their children — Cheshta, 
Simran and Adarsh — all study at St. An-
thony’s School in Rahrai. Preeti wanted to do 

something more and become fi nancially inde-
pendent, but she had no clear path forward. 

That began to change in 2021, when she 
joined a women’s Self-Help Group supported 
by Gramin Manav Vikas Samiti (GMVS is the 
local partner of Anthony's Bread). Her enthu-
siasm and willingness to learn were quickly 
noticed, and she was encouraged to take on 
more responsibility.

She was later selected under the National 
Rural Livelihoods Mission to become a Bank 
Sakhi — a woman trained to provide basic 
banking services within the village. After com-
pleting her training at RSETI in Moradabad, 
she received fi nancial assistance of 75,000 
rupees, which allowed her to buy a laptop, 
printer and internet equipment and to open 
a small banking service point near her home. 

Today, villagers come to Preeti for cash 
deposits and withdrawals and for other basic 
banking services. This is particularly helpful 
for elderly people and for families who would 
otherwise have to travel to a bank in town. 
Even on Sundays and public holidays, when 
banks are closed, people know that they can 
often turn to her for urgent transactions.

Preetiti proooudly shares how wii
hehh r lifeeee hasasaas changnggedede .

Villagers now turn to PrPrrreeeeeeeetititititi
for banking, docococumumumumenentsts 
and onlinenene ssserervivicces.s.

ACB-09-2026.indd   1ACB-09-2026.indd   1 24/09/2026   18:18:1524/09/2026   18:18:15



ACB News

Jadwar continues to grow
As the new school year began after the 

summer holidays, there was much to be 
thankful for. The examination results from the 
previous year were satisfactory, and around 
120 new students joined St. Anthony’s School 
in Jadwar. Once again, the school continued 
to move forward despite the ongoing challenge 
of fi nding and retaining qualifi ed teachers in 
a rural area. This year too, a new group of 
teachers from South India was appointed to 

But Preeti did not stop there. She gradu-
ally learned to use her equipment and digital 
skills to help villagers with Aadhaar and ration 
card printouts, applications, photographs and 
various online forms. What began as a small 
banking point has become a useful service 
centre for the whole neighbourhood. Preeti
now combines this work with her responsibili-
ties at home and earns around approximately 
10,000 rupees per month. More importantly, 
her role in the village has changed. She is no 
longer confi ned to the four walls of her house. 
She has become a confi dent working woman, 
a trusted point of contact for others and an 
example to women around her. Her infl uence 
also extends to education. Her own children 
attend St. Anthony’s School, and she actively 
encourages neighboring families to educate 
their children, especially their daughters. She 
has already persuaded several women to give 
their girls opportunities they might otherwise 
have missed.

Today, Preeti is not only earning her own 
living. She is helping others move forward 
with her.

(asbl 2920/2001, entr. 0474.050.084)

My yeaeaaarlllly yyy viiisisss t is a 
time to oo reeeecooonnnnnect, re-
viiew aaanddd loooooook ahead.
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“What is the cultural difference between 
America and India? ”“Do you have any insight 
into improving safety and security for women 
in this country?”“As a person going into busi-
ness, who was your biggest inspiration?” 
These questions barely scratch the surface 
of the endless curiosity of the children of 
St. Anthony’s School.

In the discussions my mother and I had 
with the students in the villages of Asmoli
and Rahrai, we shared our perspectives on 
the similarities and differences between India 
and the USA regarding education, culture 
and work experiences. We also had the op-
portunity to learn more about the students’ 
goals, dreams and families. From questions 
about life in America to requests for career 
advice, the students we talked to impressed 

strengthen the teaching staff. Construction 
work in Jadwar is also progressing steadily. 
After the completion of the fi rst fl oor, work is 
now continuing on the second fl oor, which 
we hope to complete by the end of this year.

When the system 
pushes back

In the last issue of our newsletter, we 
wrote about the irregularities discovered 
in the Right to Education (RTE) admissions 
at Dugawar and the investigation that fol-
lowed. The case had a wider impact, and 
other schools were also scrutinized. In our 
own case, the administration confi rmed ir-
regularities and canceled several admissions 
of children who did not appear to fulfi ll the 
conditions for free education. We thought the 
matter was settled. It was not. Pressure soon 
came from different levels of the administra-
tion and from infl uential people asking us 
to admit some of the same children whose 
admissions had been canceled. Even after 
the offi cial admission period closed, the calls 
continued, and we are still receiving them in 
mid-September. 

The women from Dugawar who had fi rst 
raised the complaint have remained fi rm. 
They also complained through the Chief 
Minister’s portal, arguing that if any disputed 
admissions were imposed, then the genu-
inely poor children who had originally been 
excluded should be considered fi rst. The 
resistance has been strong. So far, neither 
the women nor St. Anthony’s Dugawar have 

given in. For us, the principle remains simple: 
places intended for poor children should go 
to poor children.

From a name and a photo 
to a real meeting

Manju and her daughter Tanishka, origi-
nally from Kerala and now living in the United 
States, fi rst came to know about our projects 
through Dr. Arunima Roy, a member of GMVS
who regularly visits the schools and villages 
to provide medical care. This year, they ac-
companied Dr. Arunima during one of her vis-
its, giving Manju the opportunity to meet her 
sponsored child in Rahrai for the fi rst time.

Here is how Tanshika describes their 
visit: 

http://www.anthonysbread.org

AsAss tthehehe ssschchchoooooolll bububuililildidid ngn  takkese sshahaapepepep iinnnn JaJaJaadwdwdwdwarar, soso 
dododo ttthehehe hhhopopoppeseses ooff f thththee e pepepep oppoppppleleele ooofff thththe e viviviillllllllaggagagggesesess aaarororoounnununund d dd d ititit...
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us with their maturity 
and forethought. Seeing 
these young minds be so 
ambitious was inspiring, 
and I admired how St. 
Anthony’s School and its 
staff supported their stu-
dents’ initiative.

For instance, ev-
ery wall of the Dugawar
building displayed infor-
mation about a potential 
career, without distinc-
tion of gender. In a cul-
ture where girls in rural 
areas are still sometimes 
encouraged to give up 
their education, it was refreshing to 
see clear evidence of the school sup-
porting the aspirations of young wom-
en. We were also warmly welcomed 
by the residents of Rahrai village. We 
had the unique opportunity to walk 
around, visit homes and talk to lo-
cal families. This part of the trip was 
particularly eye-opening, as it gave us 
a fi rsthand glimpse of what life is like 
in a poor rural Indian village. I was 
able to communicate with the women 
there, both through my own broken 
Hindi and through song and dance, 
which transcend language. By sharing 
stories, dancing and laughing with the 
community, I learned more about the 
families of some of the students who 
attend St. Anthony’s School. This gave 
me a greater appreciation for the dedi-
cation shown by the students despite 
the challenges they may face in their 
personal lives.

Overall, visiting the schools was 
a valuable lesson in how making edu-
cation accessible can be the fi rst step 
in inspiring children to pursue their 
passions and build a better future. 
I am grateful to have had the chance 
to share my experiences with the stu-
dents of St. Anthony’s School, and I 
am excited to see where these bright 
young people will go in the future.
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WWWWhWhWhWhW enenenenee wwwworororordsdsdssds aaaaaareererereree nnnnnnnnot 
enenenenennouuouuuuughghghghghghghgh, mumummmmmm ssicc anannnand dance
brbrbrbrbrbrinngggggggg pepepepeep oopopopo leee ttogogo eeteee her.

The joy thththththhthatatatatatatat cccomes 
from shaaaaririingngng aaandndddnd carararrrininininiining ggg ggg
is simplp y yyyyy prpprppp iccelelese s.
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